Demystify the terms green and sustai

common man doesn't think of a
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0%t green bulldings in In-
dia are non-residen-
tial commercial

structures located in big
cities, Flip through any ar-

chitecturg magazine and you
will inevitably find glossy pic-
tures of stylish homes Naunted
as being green. But, the com-
mon man still sees such homes

as a luxury.

There are many challenges to
surmount before the average
home buyer is convinced about
the significance of green homies.

He probably sill perceives a green
house as a quixotic castle-in-the-air
replete with the proverblal windmill,
space-guzzling solar panels and bio-
gas plants. Therefore, it Is necessary
to demystify the terms green and sus-

tainable housing.

The cdommon man's
[undamental concerns are
economy, utility, durabili-
ty, and comfor. What he
needs is a house that is
gasy and economical o
build and maintain. Green
homes should be seen not
as an ethical choice but as
a superior style that
merges aesthetic appeal
with these qualities.

The eco-Iriendly advan-
tages of a green house
should accrue 1o the
house owner by way of
maonthly savings in water,
electricity, maintenance
and other resources.

What s needed is a
roadmap to go green in
progressive stages,
Builders must shift from
mere designer creations to
building homes that are

ble designs, eco-frien
and technlques. Basle constructions

practical and affordable,

To begin with, the builder and de-
veloper must meet the tenets of sus-
tainahlr: construction I:;- using scala-

Iy materials

must be made only with environ-

“The bullder and
developer must meet
the tenets of sustamable
construction by using
scalable designs,
eea-friendly materials
and techniques”
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ment-friendly blended ce-
ments that use wastes like
fly-ash and slag. The next
step could be the use of
encrgy-saving devices and
practices.

Later stages could in-
clude ralnwater-harvest-
ing, water recycling. solar
energy and so on. The
Jourmey would be acceler-
ated if the stare and local
bodies offer linancial in-
centives to individuals 1o
bulld green homes, by
way of rebates on tarifis,

S0 are green homes
merely an elitist fad? Well,
for now, it would appear
50, Nevertheless, [ would
say it is a good trend that
must he encouraged and
can  be  accelerated
through policy interven-
tions.



